Ws | ®k 2
=s«zk”’
VB>Q?/ AAI
Hppt x~Ar «k|

42 ~¢ Y-
J2k«sik

LAY wssrva 4

fa |
&
ST Bl ide
I?‘fgf':;:{ /
5

+~] «k©"

>~««k «

ARITTAGIR

i E—

Hadassa M 1&;

Cover Photo: SittingR: Dasha Goody, Minnie Emas, Sybil Dlin. StarBlilBgtty Kagna, Anne Eaman, Miriam Lutsky
Duboff, Norma Nozick, Sadie Goldstein, Della Osten, Sylvia Rosenberg ¢.1951. Photo courtesy of JAHSENA.

k| ®s " z

OF EDMONTON

{4 i \\ The Jewish Federation

JAHSENA would like to thank the Jewish Federation of Edmonton for the grant that
* K 2ajlawyed us to hire an employee to work at the H. B. Kline Store at Fort Edmonton this
season. We also received a generous grant from the Edmonton Jewish Community
Charitable Foundation that will fund travelling display panels about our organization
and explains what the Archives does for the Edmonton Jewish Community.
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GILLIAN HORWITZ

Well, here we are in the midst of win-
ter...how suddenly it seemed to
arrive! But what a fabulous summer we were
blessed with, as well as a spectacular fall! Not
to be out done, JAHSENA too has had a

productive and special year all round.

Rowena Schwartzberg, Chairperson,
organized JAHSENA'S first Membership
Brunch on Sunday, June 26 at the Fanta-
syland Hotel. It was wonderful to see so many
of our membership attend IN PERSON; a
highlight, as the pandemic had kept many of

us from gatherings for over 2 years.

Dr. Eric Schloss, our guest speaker,
gave an in-depth presentation on “The Histo-
ry of the Vilna Ghetto” finishing with the
“Memoir of the late Paul Kagan”, one of Ed-
monton’s Holocaust Survivors. It was a nice
surprise when his son, Dr. Leon Kagan, spon-
taneously added a personal profile of his dad

which was most touching and moving,

It was an honour for me to conclude
the program by presenting Eric with a framed
certificate saluting him for his significant con-
tributions to JAHSENA throughout the
years and ensuring that our history is docu-
mented and preserved for future generations.
Many thanks to Rowena for organizing this

successful event.

On Tuesday, July 5, JAHSENA par-
ticipated in the Heritage Festival and Open
Doors event that Edmonton puts on every
July. This year our topic was “Traditions &
Rituals surrounding Jewish Weddings”.

We used the Mackay Avenue School

Xjoufs! 3133

for our venue & displayed wedding dresses,
ketubahs, wedding photos from several dec-
ades, and many other Jewish artifacts. Susan
Binnington, Chairperson, led a question/
answer period between her and Rabbi Gila
Caine discussing the various traditions in-
volved in Jewish weddings. The venue was
delightful with the Mackay staff accommodat-

ing us most graciously.

‘Kudos’ to Susan for all the effort she
put into chairing this event! Also, to Rabbi
Caine for her knowledgeable and informative

participation.

As well, this summer, in a Special
Edition Heritage publication, Eric Schloss
took us on a journey with the focus on the
Jewish immigrants that came to this part of
Canada in search of a better life. We were left
with a vivid description of the trials, tribula-
tions, joys and achievements of the enterpris-
ing and brave individuals and families who
settled in these areas, who farmed and worked
pockets of land in what became known as
“The Jewish Farming Colonies”. I hope you
enjoyed this publication as much as I did.

Eric’s research dug deep into this peri-
od of our history and left no stone unturned.
JAHSENA is more than grateful and indeed
indebted to Eric...his love of history and

Continued on page 9

e Check out page 8 for
g“ Q‘h photos from these events!
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On behalf of the board of JAHSENA, | would like to thank the major benefas
Our Parents Home (OPH), Irv Kipnes, for his vision for JAHSENA. Surroundil
self with past and present leadership in the community, he and Len Dolgoy —ss €
President of OPH, coordinated the establishment of various Legacy Fund € W
ments for the benefit of our Edmonton Jewish Community from the net prot

following the sale of OPH. Those Legacy Funds include an endowmei,
$300,000 earmarked for JAHSENA.

Irv is a true visionary. He sees the future and its possibilities and the value :
mont ones Jewi sithe veoulctlike torsad (as wautd eve),i agpérma
nent home for our collections.

The JAHSENA Legacy Fund was created and funded by OPH with the Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF), wh
administers over $780 Million in endowed funds on behalf of and in relation to hundreds of charitable purposes and ot
ganizations in Edmonton and area, including many other funds endowed in favour of the Edmonton Jewish Community.

Under the provisions of the JAHSENA Legacy Fund Endowment, the Jewish Federation of Edmonton (JFED) and JAHS
will work together to bring the purposes for which the Fund was established to fruition. This is indeed a true Legacy Fur
& the $300,000 will ultimately be a major factor in realizing a solid future for JAHSENA.

We are eternally grateful & thank Irv and the Board of OPH for making such an important statement about the role ar
value of JAHSENA in preserving and presenting the stories of the people & institutions who built our local Jewish comn
nity in order to inform, invigorate and ensure the vibrant future of our Jewish community in Edmonton & Northern Alberts

JAHSENA is the recipient of an amazing endowment gift of $300@¥h Rabah!

Vgebuft!up!ui f! KBI TFOB! Cpbse

We are pleased to announce the
addition of three new JAH-
SENA Board members, as well as a new
President. Please join us in welcoming

these spectacular additions to our leader-

ship team.
New President

Michael Paull comes
on board with a back-
ground that fits per-
A fectly with JAHSENA.

He was born in Edmonton 65 years ago
and both his parents were born in Edmon-

ton as well. Michael is part of the Miller

clan that have made an impact in Edmon-

ton, both on the Jewish and civic side.

In the last 12 months, Mike finished his
Board positions as Past President at Fort
Edmonton Foundation, EJCCF and Gle-
nora Community. As well, he is done as
treasurer at the Sports Medicine Council
of Alberta. He remains a member of the
Chevra.

It may seem that he comes in as a rookie to
JAHSENA but he has been living with the
in’s and out’s for the past eight years

through Colleen.

Michael is excited to join the Board and

/

P e

continue the vital and important work that
JAHSENA and its Board provides to the

Jewish community.

Netta Phillet
¢

! Netta Phillet was born
in Edmonton. She at-
tended U of A, where

she got a degree in Reli-

(@ oy

A

gious Studies. Since 2006, she has been the
Executive Director of the Edmonton In-
terfaith Centre for Education & Action
after serving as Treasurer and Vice-

President.

Continued on page 4
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Netta is active in different capacities at
Beth Shalom Synagogue and the Women’s
League for Conservative Judaism, locally
and internationally, is a life-member of
Hadassah-WIZO and was a founding
member of the Phoenix Multifaith Society
for Harmony. For 30 years she has been a
sister in the Arab/Jewish Women's Peace
Coalition. Much of the focus of her volun-
teer life is inter/intra faith dialogue and
the place of women in religious ritual and

observance.

Her pre-family working life was spent in
independent bookstores, including Mel
Hurtig's. For five years she co-owned and
managed a newspaper distribution busi-
ness, bringing the New York Times and
the Wall Street Journal to Edmonton for
the first time. Netta’s love of books contin-
ues as she belongs to two book discussion
groups, one that has been meeting since
1977. She also writes book reviews every

month for the Beth Shalom Newsletter.

the CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Edmon-
ton in May, 2014, re-
tiring seven years later. She formerly
served as the Archivist for the Jewish Ar-
chives and Historical Society of Edmonton
and Northern Alberta in 2001. In 2004,
she joined the Board of the Archives Soci-
ety of Alberta before becoming President
in 2009, and served for five years. She re-

Government and Prentice-Hall Canada,
she came to Edmonton to be the Western
Regional Director for B'nai Brith Canada
in 1987. Returning to academic life in
1990, she completed her Master's Degree
in Library and Information Studies at the
University of Alberta in 1992. She then
worked as an editor for Lone Pine Pub-

lishing in Edmonton.

She has been active in many volunteer
organizations, including serving on the
National Board of Canadian Hadassah-
WIZO, as Archives rep for the Associa-
tion of Canadian Jewish Studies, as Presi-
dent of Edmonton Hadassah-WIZO
Council, on the United Jewish Appeal
Campaign Team, and as a Vice President
of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton,
and President of the Archives Society of
Alberta. She has also been an active partic-
ipant in Edmonton’s vibrant Arts and
Heritage community, including volunteer-
ing for and/or performing with the Citadel
Theatre, Edmonton Opera, Edmonton

Choir and serving on the Board of the
Edmonton Heritage Council and the

Premier's Council for Arts and Culture.

Pr~a|ly Y~

The JAHSENA Board of Directors sincerely appreciates all of you who volun-

+ N « 9

She is a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Medal and an Honouree of the

Edmonton Historical Board.
Esther Starkman

Esther Starkman is a
lifelong educator. She
was a teacher for over
30 years and was the
driving force behind
the creation of Edmonton’s READ-IN-
WEEK in 1989, still a city-wide event.

Esther has contributed to the community
as a member of a multitude of community
boards and organizations. In addition, she
has maintained an involved and lively in-
terest in civic, provincial, and federal poli-

tics.

Esther and her husband Howard are Neg-
ev dinner honorees, she has an honorary
lifetime designation with the HMCS Ed-
monton, has a K-9 school in Edmonton

named after her, and is the recipient of

Debby Shoctor four honorific medals.
Musical Theatre, the Lecky School of
Debby Shoctor became Dance, the Aviv Dancers, A Joyful Noise Esther is married to Howard Starkman,

KC, is the mother of three, grandmother

of eight and great grandmother of two
children.

teered your time at the November 1 and 2 casinofdlgrofit organiza-

tions such as JAHSENA rely heavily on the proceeds of casinos and, without
volunteers like you, we would not be eligible to hold a casino. Your time and
energy volunteering enables us to continue our work of collecting and pre-
serving the history of our Edmonton Jewish community.

ceived her BA in English and Psychology
from Victoria College, University of To-
ronto in 1985, and completed a graduate
degree in Journalism at the University of
King's College, Dalhousie in 1986. After
working in publishing for the Ontario

We are grateful for your continued support of JAHSENA.
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Based on my Grandfather Solomon Estrin’s Odyssey

/ I T he news was devastating. The worst!

After pronouncing his diagnosis, the
doctor continued to talk. But the instant
Solomon heard the words terminal cancer
his brain went numb. He became incapa-
ble of processing anything else the doctor

might have said.

Solomon, a pious Jew, was commit-
ted to the observance of Halacha, the elab-
orate rabbinically sanctioned rules covering
all aspects of living one's life. Each weekday
morning, he donned his tallis and t'fillin
and recited morning prayers. Every after-
noon he recited afternoon and then even-
ing prayers. Sabbath morning would al-
ways be spent praying with other wor-
shipers in the synagogue. During the days,
he studied scripture. He was observant of
all the rules for prohibited activities on the
Sabbath and he insisted that his wife keep
strictly kosher. During all the years he
lived in Canada, he never ate meat, only
the chickens that were ritually slaughtered

in his presence.

That day, on his two-mile walk
from the doctor's office in the Tegler
Building in downtown Edmonton, to his
modest home in the East End, his mind
cleared. He smiled to himself as he in-
dulged in a bit of gallows humor. This
coming Yom Kippur, when reciting the
netana tokef, a prayer that recognizes
God's preordination of who will live, who
will die and how they will die in the com-
ing year, there would be no need for him to
speculate. Although Solomon still hoped

that he might merit a miracle, he knew

by Tevian L. Estrin, October 2021

that his fate had already been sealed.

As he continued to walk East along
Jasper Avenue, he began to reflect on his
life. His had been a difficult one. Even so,
he was distressed that it would soon be

coming to its end.

Solomon came from a religious
family in Belarus. His father and brothers
were known for their piety and scholar-
ship. At eighteen, he married a girl from a
wealthy family, expecting his father-in-law
to support him in his limuday kodesh, or

holy studies.

Tragically, within five years his
father-in-law died of tuberculosis. Soon
the entire family was plunged into penury.
Aggravating their precarious financial cir-
cumstances, the Russian Government was
repressive, and most Christian, fellow Bel-
arusians, were hostile to Jews. Especially
wotrisome was a series of massacres of
Jews, called pogroms, that occurred in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centu-
ries. The untenable conditions in Russia's
Pale of Settlement drove many Jews to
apply for emigration to countries in North
and South America. In 1911 Solomon

resolved to join the exodus.

A Canadian immigration official
painted a rosy picture of life in Western
Canada, where they would be relocated.
He said the climate and topography were
similar to that of Belarus. Best of all, Solo-
mon and his four sons would get a home-
stead grant of an entire square mile of land.

It was the eye-popping equivalent of 237

- i
Solomon Estrin c¢. 1930. Photo from
Esther Starkman.

dessiatins in Russian land measure. Own-
ership of the land would be free and clear if
they worked it. In Belarus, an owner of
that much land could hire peasants to help
his sons work the farm. Solomon could
devote his full-time to his studies and his
wife would have nothing to do except play
with grandchildren and cater to him. It
was an offer that seemed too good to be
true - but there it was, a genuine offer by
an official representative of the Canadian
Government. In 1912, Solomon, his wife,
four sons and a daughter, departed Belarus
forever to start their new lives as farmers in

Western Canada.

Western Canada was a shocking
disappointment. The winters were signifi-

cantly colder than winters in Belarus. It
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hardly ever rained, and the soil was dry
and strewn with rocks. In four years of dry
farming, the family had only one successful
harvest. They eked out a subsistence living
by trading livestock. Pogroms were unlike-
ly in Canada, so they were not in fear for
their lives, but their Christian neighbors
were more unfriendly than in Belarus.
Neighbors and merchants that might oth-
erwise have helped an immigrant family,
wanted nothing to do with Yiddish-
speaking Jews.

The family had to hunker down in
a small, poorly insulated cabin over the
long, frigid Alberta winters. In Summer,
they worked hard for long hours only to
experience another crop failure by Fall. It
was disheartening. The free land, that so
excited Solomon's imagination, turned out

to be more of a burden than a gift.

Solomon lay awake on many
nights, bitterly regretting his decision to
leave Belarus. He was permanently stuck
in this G-d-forsaken place. A land full of
cowboys and Indigenous people, with few
Jews. A mere 400 Jewish families resided
in Calgary, the nearest city. Gamel, the
town he left in Belarus had 4,000 Jewish
families; and there were several other cities
with large Jewish populations within a
hundred and fifty miles. Gamel had dozens
of synagogues, dozens more small houses
of worship and study, many Hebrew
schools, and a rich vibrant cultural life.
Here in Western Canada, there were few
Yiddish speakers, let alone religious ones.
Return to his former life in Belarus was

impossible. Somehow, he had to endure.

After four

destroying years on the farm, the family

miserable,  soul-
moved to Calgary. In his mid-fifties, Solo-
mon had minimal facility with English,

and no marketable skills with respect to

Abe & Rebecca Estrin with Phyllis (14) Solomon (7) Tevian (5) Esther (1) c. 1941. Photo from

Esther Starkman.

Calgary's economy. He could not get
steady employment. However, struggling
in a city where there were many other Jew-
ish families was preferable to mind-
numbing misery in the isolation of a farm
near Compeer; a desolate place that was

located miles from nowhere.

After several years of living on the
edge in Calgary, Solomon's fortunes finally
improved. He got a job as the shammash/
gabbai of the Beth Israel Synagogue in
Edmonton, a city one hundred and ninety
miles north of Calgary. At age fifty-five, It
was the first steady job he had held in his
life. Unfortunately, better times came too
late for his wife. The harsh realities of life
in Western Canada took its toll. Mariasha,
Solomon’s wife, and the mother of his
children died a broken woman shortly
after their move to Edmonton. She was

only forty-eight.

After twenty years of unrelenting

struggle to subsist, the last ten years of

NEED CAPTION. Photo from Esther Starkman.

Solomon's life were pleasant. He had a
paying job that allowed him ample time for
prayer and study. He led morning minyan

prayers. And he was respected for his piety
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L-R back row: lke Gofsky, Katie Gofsky, Abraham & Rebecca, Anne & Har#R Estninow
Esther Gofsky, Anne Gofsky, Jenny Gofsky, Solomon Estrin sittin Herschel Gofsky and Ed Gofsky

c. 1925. Photo from Esther Starkman.

and encyclopedic knowledge of Talmud,
Torah and Halacha. With the help of the
Synagogue's board, Solomon bought a
house next to the Synagogue; and he re-
married. His youngest son and daughter-
in-law came to live with him and Esther,
his new wife. Life was good until that fate-
ful day when he was diagnosed with termi-

nal cancer.

Two days after the dreaded diagno-
sis, Solomon went to a recommended law-
yer, who employed a Yiddish speaking

translator, to draft his will.

Solomon languished over the next
few months, lovingly attended by his wife,
Esther, but mainly by his daughter-in-law,
Becky. In the winter of 1932, six months
after he was diagnosed with cancer, Solo-
mon died at his home in his bed. He was

sixty-seven.

A week after Solomon was buried
in Edmonton's Jewish Cemetery, his will

was read. His heirs were surprised. As

required by Halacha, his oldest son, Louis,
inherited twice as much as the others. The
others were unhappy with the distribution
but accepted it as a venerable Jewish cus-
tom. What surprised and infuriated them,
however, was that they only got shares of
Solomon's meager savings and proceeds
from his small life insurance policy. His
biggest asset, by far, was the house he lived
in, and he bequeathed the house to Esther,

his wife.

According to Jewish tradition, wid-
ows were generally not included in a will's
bequests; because it was expected that
grown children would look after their wid-
owed mother's meager needs. Solomon
had died in the middle of the depression.

Times were hard.

His sons surely wanted his share of

the money.
Rather than bringing shame on the
Jewish community by suing in public

courts, which, in any case would not un-

derstand Jewish ways, the sons decided to
take their grievance to a Beit Din, a
Rabbinical tribunal.

The Beit Din consisted of three
Rabbis: the Edmonton Rabbi and one
from Calgary; the third and head arbitra-
tor was a learned, well-respected Rabbi
from the much larger Jewish community of

Winnipeg.

The sons argued that Solomon had
not only disregarded tradition when he
willed the house to his widow, but also
that the will was witnessed by a gentile
notary public, and not by two independent
G-d-fearing Jews as required by Jewish

law.

In the end, the Beit Din saw no
compelling reason to challenge the legal
will. The civil courts recognized the contri-
butions of Solomon's wife and daughter-
in-law in keeping house and nursing him.
They believed that such service should be
rewarded. The Bet Din concurred. Moreo-
ver, the sons, who were not Esther's sons,
would not likely contribute to her support.
Without the house she might be destitute.
Therefore, Solomon's second wife, Esther,
could keep the house. The sons reluctantly
accepted the ruling. But it was the end of
shalom bayit, harmonious family relations.
All but the youngest son, Abraham, be-
came secular, abandoning their traditional

religious ways.

A year after Solomon died, Adolph
Hitler came to power in Germany. Alt-
hough Solomon would never know it, for
all the misery he had endured in Canada,
he succeeded in bequeathing to his chil-
dren and to their children the most pre-
cious gift of all. They would remain in
Canada, safe from the horrors of the Hol-

ocaust.
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Summer Canada Job Student Elizabeth Wood c. 2022 Howard giving Eric Appreciation Certificate June 29, 2022
Jayden Leung at Fort Ed0mortofiugust, 2022 Eric Schloss & Gillian Horwitembership Brunch

Eric & Leon Kagan Susan Binnington and Rabbi Caidely 5, 2022

|
*All Photos Courtesy of JAHSENA.



