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First Edmonton Talmud Torah School, 103 Street south of Jasper Avenue, built in 1926. Photo circa 1943.
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GILLIAN HORWITZ

I t is my distinct honour to be President
of JAHSENA at this stage of its

. .
evolution’, so to speak‘

We have just celebrated our 26th an-
niversary of existence and coincidently when I
checked how to mark this milestone, I see it is
with “original pictures”; how fortuitous is

that!

This is, in fact, our mission — we are the cus-
todians of our rich heritage, and it is our re-
sponsibility to ensure that Edmonton and
northern Alberta’s Jewish heritage, be it origi-
nal pictures, artefacts etc., are preserved for

future generations to enjoy and learn from.

Our foundations in this part of Cana-
da are firm and our roots run deep. We need
to preserve these and continue to build on our
past. We need to ensure that these valuable
pictures are never lost. It has been said that
Archives are the memory of a society; as such,
JAHSENA is a place where people can come
to gather firsthand facts, data and information
from letters, reports, notes and those “original
photographs” that make up the foundation of

a society.

Our latest Board is talented and eager
to participate in every way to ensure that our
goals are reached. JAHSENA's past leader-
ship has continued to build on these solid
foundations and today we find ourselves firm-
ly entrenched and committed to preserving

and maintaining our relevant Jewish heritage.

Let me introduce you to our vibrant

board members:

Gf csvbsz!

3133

HOWARD DAVIDOW: Immediate Past
President, as well as Treasurer, who has left
me with the easy task of taking over the
reigns. His quiet, yet steady & unwavering
commitment in guiding his board, has in-
spired me to continue (hopefully), in the same
vein. A hard act to follow, but I intend, at

least try to maintain the bar he has set!

SUSAN BINNINGTON: Secretary par
excellence. I have been on a number of boards
but can only say that Susan is one of the best I
have ever had the pleasure of working with.
Her minutes are outstanding, I am constantly
amazed when I read them, as to how she
manages to record our meetings in the detail
that she does. She misses nothing. This is a

tireless job, and she has it perfectly nailed.

DAVID MARCUS: V.P. Administration.
David is a steady and more than reliable
member of our board. His Edmonton roots
make him a resource, in effect, that I can turn
to when I need to know details of projects and
specifics of Edmonton’s past. As a born and
bred Edmontonian, David is my own personal

Archives historian.

KAREN FARKAS: V.P. outreach. Karen is
a seasoned board member of many boards
with a string of university degrees attached to
her name. Graduating from Cornell Universi-
ty with a specialty in finance, she brings a
wealth of experience and expertise to our
board. Plus, her commitment to Jewish com-
munity is unwavering; she is dedicated to her

roots and someone I know I can depend on.
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KAREN HERING: I am in awe of
Karen's wealth of knowledge when it
comes to libraries and their contents. Her
position on our board is invaluable as she
has taken on the huge responsibility of
organizing, cataloguing, digitizing, and
ensuring that our collection of archival
books and publications will be a valuable
resource library for researchers & histori-
ans and the like. This is huge project. I am
delighted to have her on our board. She is
invaluable and a perfect fit for the project
that she has undertaken for us. We lucked

out with having her on board.

CORY FELBER: Not really a newcomer
to our board (she had a few years of a hia-
tus), but another native Edmontonian
who's dedication to preserving our heritage
goes above and beyond. Her years of docu-

menting every gravestone at the Edmonton

Jewish Cemetery and making sure that its
history is preserved, and that the commu-
nity can access their loved ones’ burial po-
sitions with ease, is quite amazing. She is a
walking directory and invaluable to JAH-
SENA and the work we do.

ROWENA SCHWARZBERG: There is
not a family or person within Edmonton’s
Jewish community and dare I say North-
ern Alberta, who Rowena does not know
or is related to. One of my missions during
my term, is to increase our membership;
Rowena is the resource person I will turn
to. We need a strong membership to sur-
vive successfully & I know that Rowena is
committed to working with me in this area
to build on what we have. As well, she is

smart and a pleasure to work with.

WAYNE SHUR: Wayne is one of the

“newbies” to our board, but how exciting

to know that he has volunteered to work
on a “marketing plan” with the intention of
finding out what our general Jewish com-
munity is looking for from JAHSENA.
Wayne has a skill set that is again invalua-
ble to this board, another grass roots Ed-
montonian. Plus, his sense of humour adds
to our sometimes (dry) agenda and for that

he is an asset!

SAM KOPLOWITZ: Sam is a man with
a vision. We are so lucky to have him join
our board. His background in film and
with a focus on historical documentaries,
makes him yet another important resource
for this Archives’ board. Sam is a second-
generation Holocaust Survivor. As such he
is willing to restart documenting some of
our Survivors by interviewing them for the

oral histories section in our archives. We

Continued on page 8
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W e are pleased to announce the
addition of three new JAH-
SENA Board members, as well as a
new President. Please join us in wel-

coming these spectacular additions to

our leadership team.
New President

The Jewish Archives is happy to an-
nounce that long-time community vol-
unteer, Gillian Horwitz, is its new
President. Gillian says she is dedicated
to continuing to preserve the Jewish
heritage of Edmonton and Northern
Alberta communities, and invites you

to contact her or Colleen Paull at the

Jewish Archives office, 780-489-2809,

if you have items you wish to donate.

dance, I became an
academic librarian for
many years until I retired in 2014.
Since then, I have been involved in
several genealogy & archival projects,
volunteer for the Talmud Torah and
Beth Shalom Synagogue libraries, the
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival Com-
mittee and sit on the Education Com-

mittee of the TT Board. I have long

envisioned making the libraries of the

-I;arjo:us Qin@nt(!n ]QislporQnizé

tions more visible and accessible and
am so pleased by the interest JAH-
SENA has shown for this endeavour.

Although I am not from Alberta, my 4
grandparents immigrated to Edmon-
ton in the early 1900's and my parents
were born in Edmonton and Vegre-
ville. Abe and T settled in Edmonton
after living in Vancouver and then Is-
rael. We are blessed with 4 children
(who all attended Talmud Torah) and
9 grandchildren. I was honoured to be
asked to sit on the JAHSENA Board
and look forward with the help of oth-
ers, to make the JAHSENA Library

online catalogue a reality.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Jeff Rubin

I am proud and de-
lighted to have been
asked to join the Board
of JAHSENA as I am
a born and raised Ed-
montonian with strong roots to the
Jewish community. My Father, Ab-
ner, although born in Pinsk, Poland,
moved to Edmonton with his family in
1928. Both he and my mother, Hilda,
who was originally from Toronto, be-
came very active members of the Jew-
ish community. I have four sisters,
three of whom are living in Toronto

(Mimi, Shelley and Carrie) and the

other (Risa) living in Hawaii.

My wife, Gaylene (Soifer), and I have
tried to emulate my parents commit-
ment to the various Jewish organiza-
tions by being involved in the Beth
Shalom Synagogue, JNF, Talmud To-
rah, and the Chevra Kadisha, to name

a few.

Gaylene and I are both Talmud Torah
alumni and between the two of us, we
have two sons, Jared (Hannah), Adam
(Kathleen), two daughters, Taylor and
Kaylee, and two beautiful grandchil-
dren, Ella and Micah.

I look forward to working with the
other JAHSENA board members, and
with our President, Gillian Horwitz,
in particular, to continue to honour
and maintain our vibrant Jewish com-

munity’s history and legacy.

Samuel

Koplowicz

I was born in a

Displaced Persons

camp in post-war
Germany in 1947 and grew up in Ed-
monton from the age of two. I received
my schooling at Talmud Torah, Oliver
Jr. High, Ross Sheppard High School,
and the University of Alberta, where I
graduated in 1968 with an BA in Eng-
lish, minor in Philosophy. I subse-
quently studied Motion Picture Direc-
tion & Production at the University of
California, Los Angeles, in pursuit of
an MFA. My early dream was to be
the Jewish-Canadian version of Ingmar
Bergman, but somehow that never
happened. I did, however, have an eat-
ly career in film production with a local
called

Filmwest Associates, working mostly

award-winning company

on documentaries about Woestern

Canada. For a while I was a member of
the Alberta Film Classification Board,
also ran Cinematheque 16 in the old
Edmonton Art Gallery, and for several
years worked out of the Queen Eliza-
beth II Planetarium as producer/
writer/director of audio-visual pro-

grams for the City of Edmonton.

I got married in 1978. In 1982 I
moved my family to Victoria, BC,
where I produced a/v programs for the
British Columbia government. In 1987
we moved to California, living in the

country outside of Santa Cruz and I

was hired by San Jose State Universi-
ty's Academic Technology Depart-
ment, where for the next twenty years
I continued to produce a wide variety
of a/v, video and online programming
for both academic and administrative
departments. I also completed all the
course and residence requirements for
the Master of Education, specializing
in Program Design & Development. If
I sometimes sound like a “know-it-all”
it's because I have worked on well over
a thousand, maybe two thousand (I
lost count) different topics, always
learning something new that needed
communicating, I got divorced in
2002. I have three children, Jordan,
Amy and Sarah, all now living in the
USA, and also have two grandsons in

San Francisco.

I retired from SJSU at the end of
2007, at the age of 60, and returned to
Edmonton to look after my elderly
mom, Eva (z1), about two years after
my father, Morris (z1), passed away.
Since 2008 I've been active in the an-
nual Edmonton Jewish Film Festival,
and have been the Chairman for about
ten or eleven years. A few years back I
became more active with the Edmon-
ton Jewish Seniors’ Centre, accepted a
position on the Board, and am current-
ly serving as the President of JDIC. I
have always been interested in all as-
pects of history and since returning to
Edmonton have attended many JAH-
SENA programs, this year accepting a

position on the Board.
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NOACH (NORMAN)
ZALMANOWITZ

AND THE FIRST JEWISH GHETTO
UPRISING OF THE HOLOCAUST

by Eric Schloss

f the 1143 ghettos established by

the Germans in the occupied east-
ern territories, the first major uprising
occurred in the small shtetl of Lakhwa
(pronounced “Lakva”) in Belarus. This was
the hometown of long-time Edmonton
residents, the three Zalmanowitz brothers.
Norman (Noach), Feivel and Mayer grew
up there, where their father was the kosher
butcher and Noach and Feivel learned the
trade. By the late 1930s the Jewish popula-
tion of the shtetl was approximately 2300
out of a total of 3800 citizens. Over the
years the area had been under various na-
tional jurisdictions but was largely Polish
until 1939. The shtetl was only 18 kilome-
tres from the border of the Soviet Union
and was situated approximately 80 kilome-

tres east of Pinsk.

After the signing of the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact, Soviet troops entered
and occupied Lakhwa on September 17th,
1939, and the Byelorussian SSR was es-
tablished. Jewish religious and other activi-
ties largely ceased, and Zionist meetings
were repressed in the little village. Despite
the restrictions, the town’s Jewish popula-
tion grew with the addition of refugees

from German occupied areas in Poland.

Two weeks after the German inva-
sion of Russia, their troops entered
Lakhwa on July 8th, 1941, to occupy the
town and surrounding areas. On April 1st,

1942, the Jewish residents, including

Noach Zalmanowitz, his parents Tsipora
and Binyamin, and two sisters, Yecheved
and Masha, were forced into a ghetto con-
sisting of two streets, forty-five houses and
surrounded by a barbed wire fence. Mayer
Zalmanowitz had immigrated to Palestine
in 1939, and Feivel had been pressed into
the Russian Army so were fortunate to
avoid the ghetto. The ghetto was extremely
crowded and housed approximately 2350
Jews. News of surrounding massacres
spread to the Jews in the ghetto, and Jew-
ish youth, particularly of the Betar Zionist
group, organized underground resistance
assisted by the Judenrat. They managed to
stockpile very small weapons such as
knives, iron bars, and axes but were unable
to secure many firearms. The ghetto was
surrounded on September 2nd, 1942, by
German troops along with Belarussian and
The inhabitants

were informed the next day that the ghetto

Ukrainian auxiliaries.

was to be liquidated and were ordered to

gather for “resettlement”.

After discussions and negotiations
by the Judenrat with the German occupi-
ers, which initially helped save their lives,
the first Jewish ghetto uprising of the Sec-
ond World War was planned. This started
with the head of the Judenrat setting fire to
a main building as a signal for the uprising,
Other buildings were then set in flames
which soon consumed much of the ghetto.

The inhabitants then desperately fought

Noach Zalmanowitz (photo from Beth Israel

Gala Honouring Noach Zalmanowitz and Nate

Segal)
their oppressors with axes, knives, sticks

and their bare hands.

At least 650 Jews were killed in the
fighting and flames, and a minimum of 500
Jewish residents of the ghetto were trans-
ported to execution pits to be shot and
killed. Wagon loads of bodies of those
killed elsewhere in attempts to flee the
ghetto were also taken to the pits and bur-
ied. Only six German soldiers and eight
Ukrainian policemen were killed. Approxi-
mately one thousand Jews were able to
breach the ghetto fence and escape to the
surrounding forest, and roughly 600 took
refuge in the nearby Pripet marshes. An
estimated 120 of the escapees were able to
join partisan units, but most of the others
were eventually tracked down and killed,
many by machine gun and rifle fire, plus
land mines in the surrounding areas. Only
90 residents of the ghetto survived the war

and Noach Zalmanowitz was one of them.

Noach was in the Lachwa ghetto

with his parents and two sisters at that
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time, and he and his father participated in
the uprising. Tragically, his mother and
sisters were killed in the ghetto. Noach
and his father Binyamin were able to es-
cape, but Binyamin catastrophically was
soon shot and killed in the forest by a So-
viet partisan leader. Information on parti-
san groups surrounding Lakhwa at the
time indicated there was often lack of co-
operation between various units and a
large amount of antisemitism among the
non-Jewish partisans. However, one report
related that Binyamin Zalmanowitz was
unfortunately killed following information

supplied by a Jewish partisan collaborator.

Noach then survived in the forest
in a ten-man group, including a 16-year-
old fellow survivor, Kopel Kolpanitzky,
who wrote a major book on the ghetto and
subsequent events entitled, “Sentenced to
Life: The Story of a Survivor of the Lach-
wa Ghetto (2007). A Hebrew edition had
been published in Israel in 1999. He lost
his entire family in the ghetto uprising.
Noach Zalmanowitz is mentioned several
times in the book in their travels in the
forest and the shelters where they needed
to survive. Soon after their escape they
realized that Yom Kippur was to occur the
next day, and they prepared baked pota-
toes for their group of 10 for the pre-Yom
Kippur meal. The book indicated that
Noach Zalmanowitz, handled the prepara-
tions and the prayers. “He was the most
religious of the group and knew all the
prayers by heart”. This was not surprising,
as he later served as the long-time ob-
servant Gabbai of the Beth Israel Syna-

gogue in Edmonton.

In the book, Kopel Kolpanitzky
relates his subsequent activities and life
with the partisans and subsequently the
Red Army, in which he eventually served

in the counterintelligence division. He

!

Zalmanowitz Family Lacl
Masha and Feivel

clandestinely left the army, managing to
reach Paris and join Kibbutz Dror and
then a Betar Zionist group. The group was
eventually able to leave by ship destined for
Palestine in early 1947, but the ship was
detained by the British near the port of
Haifa. They were then taken to Cypress
and encamped there for a further year be-
fore eventually reaching Palestine, soon to
become the state of Israel. Kolpanitzky
subsequently served in the War of Inde-
pendence and in later Israeli military oper-

ations.

Noach, after leaving the Kolpanitz-
ky group in the forest, eventually served in
the Russian army. He was shot in the leg
and ended up for a lengthy stay in a hospi-
tal in Russia. Following the war, he was
reunited with Feivel and they travelled to a
displaced persons camp in Farenwald,
Germany. In this camp they functioned as
kosher butchers in a difficult atmosphere

where Noach related a great deal of smug-

gling and illicit activity was being carried
out. Eventually they were able to emigrate
to Edmonton in 1948, where they had an
uncle and aunt, Tsipora and Osher Hei-
fetz, parents of Sophie and Eva Margolus
(Burton). Noach soon married Sara

(Woodrow) shortly after arrival.

Their wedding took place at the
original Beth Israel synagogue on 95th
street. Their children soon arrived: first
Deby, followed by Barry, Danny and Hal.
Brother Mayer and his wife Batya came to
Edmonton from Israel in 1953. Noach and
Feivel soon established their family kosher
butcher tradition associating with Noach's
brother-in-law Jack Woodrow at Zal's
Kosher Market on 124th street.Many
years later they operated, (as octogenari-
ans), Edmonton Kosher Meats associated
with Lil and Nate Siegel, on 127th street,
until they retired. They were also promi-
nent long-time active members of the Beth

Israel synagogue where Norman served as

WINTER 2022



___________________________________________________________________________________________|
HERITAGE 6 WINTER 2022 VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.jahsena.caz

Photo of survivors of Lachva circa 1946. Noach Zalmanowitz second row, third from left.

Gabbai, and Feivel never missed a minyan. memorable occasion for both. All three owitz families have always been promi-
Mayer initially also served as the Shamas Zalmanowitz brothers (including Hal) nent, active, and helpful participants in the
of the Beth Israel. also twice visited Kopel Kolpanitzky in Jewish community.

Israel before he passed away. The Zalman-

Both Barry and Danny Zalman-

owitz, sons of Noach, visited Lakhwa
twice, where Lakhwa Holocaust Chroni-
cler Kolpanitzky had led, often yearly,
memorial events. He had instituted memo-
rials at the gravesites where Barry and
Danny said Kaddish. Kopel commissioned
an artist to portray the Lakhwa Ghetto
Uprising, which graces the cover of his
book, plus at least one other commemora-
tive painting on display for visitors. On
one of the visits Barry's daughters, Hannah
and Becca, and Danny's daughter Jana
were present and were profoundly affected

by the experience. Another time, Uncle

Feivel visited with Danny, which was a

&“‘ y all E # i ; 3
(Left to Right): Danny, Jana, Hannah, Becca and Barry Zalmanowitz. Lachva, Belarus.




