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Congratulationsto JAHSENA Board Member Netta Phillet, who alsr"‘
received the Queenes Platinum '

2006, Netta has been the Executive Director of the Edmonton | (= =
Interfaith Centre for Education & Action after serving as Treasurerfig ~
and VicePresident. Netta is active in different capacities at Beth
Shal om Synagogue and the Womenes Leagd
Judaism, locally and internationally, is a lifenember of HadassabWIZO and was

a founding member of the Phoenix Multifaith Society for Harmony. For 30 years
she has been a sister in the Arab/ Jewi
focus of her volunteer life is inter/intra faith dialogue and the place of women in
religious ritual and observance. Mazel Tov on this prestigious award!




2 VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.jahsena.ca

HERITAGE o

SUMMER 2023

Gspn! z
Qsft ) ef

MICHAEL PAULL
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I have now been President of JAHSENA
for six months, and I have enjoyed learn-
ing about what we do. The more I learn, the
more I realize how important JAHSENA is

to the Edmonton Jewish community.

I have learned that our day-to-day
duties involve collecting, organizing, catego-
rizing, cataloging, and preserving our Jewish
history and sharing this information with our

members.

In addition, we need to fundraise,
apply for grants, expand membership and to
create awareness of JAHSENA in the greater

community.

Gerry Emas has joined our Oral His-
tory team. He is donating his time and skill
to filming our Oral histories to enhance our
audio collection. Karen Hering and her vol-
unteers are getting closer to completing our
book catalogue so we can have the collection

online for public access. Cory Felber is still

<" 6N/ @ Mkgk

Judy Goldsand has donated items from
her own personal collection, including a
couple DVDs and an Edmonton Hadassah
WI ZO Council &Bits
from March 17, 1963.

Adam Cantor donated two boxes belong-
ing to his | ate fat
cluding a collection of documents, photo-
graphs, and scrapbooks.

Cory Felber has donated two boxes of
papers, photos, and newspaper clippings
relating to her family and various other

p wV‘kitS w1_th us and the Chevra Kadisha to

cocjtinlljlly update and maintain the names of
everyone buried at the Jewish Cemetery. She
is the reason there is a plot location catalogue

at the cemetery.

Debby Shoctor continues to volunteer
on a regular basis assisting Carly with archiv-
ing. Even though Colleen Paull has retired,
she has not stepped away entirely and comes

in periodically.

Carly Heffner, our Archivist is start-
ing to understand that the job is a never end-
ing, diverse, exciting, challenging journey that
has so many potential possibilities that we can
talk for hours about all the things that should
be done, can be done, and will be done. We
are planning what we can accomplish for the

months ahead.

We have started planning our October
AGM and discussing this year’s speaker. I am
excited for our members to come and see
what we have been doing and seeing our plans

to keep JAHSENA a vital part of our com-

munity.

Lastly, a big thank you to Victor and
Irene at Poster Tech for our incredible ban-
ners. Having them at our Doors Open exhib-

it was a fantastic addition.

Jewish organizations. Included in her do-
nation, is several articles, photos, and per-
sonal
experiences in WWII.

o fMarBa Bercavwlanpted Negew GalaaPimo-

grams and a Camp BB Staff photograph.

A collection of papers, photos and news-

h maper clippirgs delon@irg totthe late Rab- |
bi Louis Ginsburg, donated by the Jewish
Historical Society of Southern Alberta
(JHSSA).

Kindly contact our office If you have any
questions about donating items.

correspondence
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]AHSENA has been keeping me busy
with reference requests, grant writing,
and processing donations in addition to
the day-to-day admin work. I am excited
to be part of this year’s annual Open
Doors Historic Festival with a display and

program presentation at our offices on July

3rd, 5th and 7th.

Recently, we had our first U of A
co-op student Paula Kirman, who was
with us for three weeks in May. In that
time, she provided assistance in various
tasks including policy development, rec-

ords management, and library tech ser-

B S d ||tJ !ini:es‘ ttw:{igreathavingher here!
Sfgpsu

CARLY HEFFNER

I recently attended the Archives
Society of Alberta 2023 Conference. The
presentations were very informative with
the best part being meeting other Archi-
There

were tutorials on how to manage materials

vists from all over the province.

with heavy subject matter as well as how to
make additions and revisions to Alberta on
Record. ASA is a great organization, al-

ways lending support to us when needed.

Over the last six months it has be-
come more and more evident how incredi-
ble our collection is. We have one of the
biggest Jewish archives and libraries in
Western Canada. Colleen, Debby and
Karen have created systems and main-
tained our collection in a sophisticated
way, making my job easy and allowing me
to seize opportunities for outreach, future

programming and creating better accessi-

bility. It is plain to see what a treasure
JAHSENA is. We have the content, and
now with the pandemic being mostly be-
hind us, it's time to come together and

enjoy it!

There are a number of exciting
plans for workshops and programs in ar-
chiving personal collections, genealogy,
and research which we hope to make avail-
able for the 2023/2024 year. I am excited
to teach learning tools and organize speak-
ers that will allow our collection to be
more accessible for research, personal en-

richment, and enjoyment.

If you have any friends or family
members who are interested in genealogy,
research, and Jewish history, please let
them know about us! We would love to

have them!

JAHSENA has donation cards with historic pictures on them available for purchase. Mark your

_~|/\®S~

GET WELL

simchas by making a donation to JAHSENA. Contact the office for more details at 7389 -2809.

We have received the following donations:

To Howard Davidow from the President, Board and
Staff of JAHSENA, Michael and Colleen Paull.

To Michael Paull for a speedy recovery from Michael &
Stephanie Hendin, Blair & Rivie Bondar, Linda Silver-
man, and Abe and Karen Hering.

MAZEL TOV

To Debby Shoctor, Gillian Horwitz, and Netta Phillet for
receiving the Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum Jubilee
Medal, from Abe and Karen Hering.

To Howard Sniderman for receiving the Distinguished
Service Award from Abe and Karen Hering.

To Norman Hanson on his special birthday from Abe
and Karen Hering.

SYMPATHY

To Cantor David Mannes and Sandra Ghittévlannes
and family on the loss of their Mother, Grandmother
and Great Grandmother Sherry Mannes, from Mi-
chael and Colleen Paull.

To Judy Goldsand on the passing of her husband Dr.
George Goldsand, z el
Bonny Moss Golub, and Michael and Colleen Paull.

To Farrel Shadlyn and Lisa Miller and family on the
death of their mother, grandmother, and great
grandmot her , Me mber
from Debby and Marshall Shoctor and Family, and
Michael and Colleen Paull.

from

Ros al

Li

e
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Building our Jewish Youth through Maccabi

In 2003, my
cousin Michael
took a girls soccer
team to the Macca-
bi Games in St.
Louis  Missouri.

Michael's  daugh-

ter, my daughter

Lisa Miller

and Gaby Sonego’s
daughter all played soccer on the team. I
attended to cheer on the team and at some
point during those games I looked at Gaby
and said “you know we'll be doing this all
over again in a few years time, when our

sons are age eligible.”

That time was 2011. Michael re-
tired and I stepped up as Delegate Head
(DH) to organize a boys’ team for soccer.
We found some other kids, including a
contingent from Winnipeg, and off to
Springfield, Mass., we went. Springfield
has a Jewish community similar to Ed-

monton, of about 5,000 Jewish population.
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by Lisa Miller

Yet they had a campus with a JCC, day
school and two synagogues nearby and a
seniors home. It was an aging community,
and so many of our kids billeted with fami-
lies who didn’t have kids participating, but
rather were grandparents. They couldn’t
do enough for our kids (eat more, wash
their smelly uniforms) and take them eve-
rywhere. On the field, or in the gyms, our
kids played hard, but it wasn’t until the
final day of competition when the boys’
soccer team didn’t qualify for playoffs, and
turned to the alternate sport, track — that
they really excelled. One of our older boys
was so good in track events, he was told he

should apply for a scholarship.

In 2012 we travelled to Memphis,
Tennessee, site of the very first JCC Mac-
cabi games, 30 years earlier. Again, soccer
was the sport of choice, and we had a boys’
team and a couple of girls also signed up.
At these games, if you don't have enough

athletes to form your own team, they as-
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sign you to a “mixed” team, made up of
kids from several of the smaller communi-
ties. One of our athletes was just recover-
ing from an emergency appendectomy. He
couldn’t suit up but came for the experi-
ence. The JCC Maccabi games are an ath-
letic event — but they’re so much more.
There is a day of “caring and sharing” in
the community. There are medals for
Ruchmanus (sportsmanship on or off the
field of play), and of course many social
events for the kids. It's quite an eye opener
for our Edmonton delegation to be with
1,000-1,500 Jewish kids from the US,
Mexico, Israel and sometimes other coun-

tries as well.

In 2013 we traveled to Austin,
Texas, a city often compared to Edmonton
-- State capital, big university, river mean-
dering through the city.This year we
formed an Alberta team, which comprised

of a boys soccer team of players from Ed-

monton and Calgary, and a young woman
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who played tennis. The boys often came
to cheer on Lydia in her tennis matches,
while she cheered on the soccer team.
These games were noteworthy for the heat.
Soccer games were broken into four quar-
ters rather than two halves to allow the
kids to hydrate. Four of our boys billeted
with a local newspaper columnist, who
took a real liking to our kids. He showed
up at all their games, even wrote a story in
the Austin newspaper complete with a
photo of my son, Tevyn with his head in a
bucket of ice, trying to cool down after a

soccer game.

We traveled to motor city, Detroit
in 2014. The Jewish community there is
based in the suburb of West Bloomfield,
the JCC is there, and the kids were billeted
there. That year we introduced Artsfest to
our teens and had two participants to go
along with our Alberta athletes. The JCCA
movement realized that not all teens are
athletically inclined and may prefer the
arts. In our case, we had a young woman
sign up for dance, which entailed a series of

workshops, ending with a final show with

the other arts fields such
as musical theatre and
rock band. Artsfest al-
lows kids older than 16
take part, and my son
Tevyn was now too old
for sports, so he signed
up for cooking, where he
made everything from
knishes to pizza to Chal-
lah. His soccer friends
dropped by after a game,
just as the pizza was

coming out of the oven.

In summation —
did our Edmonton and 3EAAI U1

Alberta kids finish first
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in their sports endeav-
ours at any of these games — no. But com-
ing from two relatively small prairie cities,
did they gain an appreciation for these
larger Jewish communities, and what they
have to offer? I think so. I think that their
participation broadened their awareness of
being a Jew and of tzedakah (giving back).

For me, it was wonderful to see our kids

respectful of their billets, in fact often the
billets were the highlights of their trips. It
was also gratifying to see some of our Jew-
ish youth, who are not active in our com-
munity, step up and become more involved

here upon their return to Edmonton.

Maccabi Games 2023

by Marit Abrams

As summer ap-
proaches, Team
Alberta is excited
to be participating
in two locations of

the 2023 Maccabi

games. There is a

group of eight

Marit Abrams Israel
2

going to

chaperoned by Chloe Soibelman, who will
have a week full of sports followed by a

tour of the country, and I am taking 11
teens to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. For
those who don't already know, the Macca-
bi Games are an Olympic-style sporting
event held in the U.S. every year. It is not
just about the sports, there are other activi-
ties, including Teen Time for those in-
between games, run by Schlichot from
Israel, an evening planned by the teen’s
host family, as well as a JCC Cares Project,
which is a volunteer project at the Games
designed to remind the participants of the
importance of giving back to the communi-
ty that is opening their doors to thousands

of people. A special part of this year’s

games is that Maccabi is bringing a Delega-
tion from the Ukraine, and our volleyball
gitls are lucky to have some of these gitls
on their team! It's exciting that this pro-
gram is growing and becoming better-
known in our community, as it is a great
opportunity. I'm excited that for many of
our participants this is their first Maccabi
games. This should be a great experience
for everyone, and the countdown is on. If
you know a teen who might be interested
in this program next year, keep an eye out
in the Fall for our advertisements as lim-

ited spots fill up quickly!
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journey began in
2003, when I was
part of the 16U
Girls’ soccer team
that Michael Paul
took to compete in
Alexa Steiner St. Louis, Mis-
souri. The following year, I played volley-
ball in Rockville, Maryland, and then in
2005 I played soccer again in Minneapolis,

Minnesota. My experience as a Maccabi
athlete was incredible — I will never forget
the feeling of marching into the opening
ceremonies, carrying a Canadian flag,
alongside some of my childhood best
friends. I saw the most Jews I had ever seen
in one place, and I experienced one of the
greatest feelings of belonging and people-
hood that one could experience in a life-
time. In 2011, I got to revisit the Maccabi
magic when I helped coach a U16 Boys’
soccer team from Edmonton at the Games

in Springfield, Massachusetts.

I was lucky enough to experience
that Maccabi magic five more times as a
volunteer Delegation Head from 2014 to
2018.

2014 - Detroit

I was living in Calgary, and had
been chatting with Lisa Miller, who was
the Edmonton Delegation Head at the
time, about potentially reviving the pro-
gram there. With the support of the Cal-
gary JCC, I ended up taking a boys soccer
team down to Detroit that summer — the

first delegation that Calgary had sent in

My Maccabi Years

by Alexa Steiner

almost 20 years. The boys won a medal,
which was awesome and unexpected for a

tiny delegation!
2015 - Fort Lauderdale

I was back in Edmonton, and rid-
ing off the fun that was 2014 in Detroit. I
took over the program from Lisa Miller,
and took six teens down to Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida for the Maccabi Games &
Artsfest, alongside chaperone Ben Feld-
man. Two soccer players, one swimmer, a
volleyball player, a dancer, and a culinary
artist traveled from Edmonton that year.
The community in Fort Lauderdale knows
how to host, and that summer did not
disappoint. From a giant party/evening
event at the Hard Rock hotel to escaping
the classic south Florida mid-afternoon
downpours — a lot of fun was had all

around.
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2016 - Stamford

In 2016, I worked with the JCC in
Calgary to combine the two cities to be the
Alberta Delegation. It made sense that our
two small communities would join forces
and share the experience of sending teens
to Maccabi. That summer, 12 athletes and
artists from Calgary and Edmonton trav-
eled to Stamford, Connecticut with me
and two other chaperones, Joel Zimmer-
man and Jamie Sonego. The community in
Stamford is small and mighty, and our
teens had incredible host families that
summer — many of whom stayed in touch
for years following, and a couple who still
send me holiday cards. The warmth of that
Jewish community was tangible, and our

kids came home with the best stories of

Lace- 1
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