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EDMONTON

Mazel Tov to our two Board Members, Gillian Horwitz and
Debby Shoctor, on being awarded The Queen Elizabeth I
Platinum Jubilee Medal. This is a commemorative medal in
honour of the 70th anniversar]
to the Throne as Queen of Canada. The medal was awarded to
7,000 Albertans in recognition of significant contributions to
the province.
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C oming on the board of JAHSENA was
actually an easy decision for me. I was
watching from the sidelines while my wife
Colleen worked so hard and passionately,
convincing me how important the role of the
Jewish Archives is in our community. There is
so much history that needs collecting, and the
Archives will continue to handle Edmonton’s
Jewish history which needs to be collected,
catalogued, preserved, and shared with every-

one.

I have heard from some that the Archives isn't
important to them, as they just moved here 20
years ago from another city, country or conti-
nent so they have no history here. To which I
always reply “you are here now, and you are
making history today with the things that you
do. JAHSENA's job is to help record the new
history you have created and contributed to
Jewish Edmonton, so we can pass it on for

generations to come”.

JAHSENA is an incredible organization, but
the reality is this: JAHSENA relies on the
monies from a bi-annual Casino and our
membership to keep the doors open. This

casino money comes every 2-2 1/2 years, but

1. Hillberg, Raul - The destruction of the Euro-
pean Jews (3 volumes)

2. Trunk, Isaiah - Judenrat

3. Ringelblum, Emmanuel - Notes from the
Warsaw Ghetto

4. Lipstadt, Deborah E. - Denial: Holocaust
History on Trial

5. Teter, Magda - Blood libel: on the trail of an

antisemitic myth

MICHAEL PAULL
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unfortunately only lasts between 18 to 20
months before it runs out. JAHSENA is very
frugal with the money it receives, and believe
me, the organization is so grateful for what it

gets, but we are unable to save for the future.

Instead of continuing to do it this way, the
Board and I have decided we need to promote
JAHSENA better. We need more volunteers,
and we need more money from donors, so
that we are not reliant on a casino every two

years to keep the doors open.

There are many exciting items and plans that
we are starting to implement, and I can share
a few of these: we have applied for grants for
systems that will bring our research, our cata-
logue, and our website into the 21st century.
We understand the importance of staff and
have increased the number of staff hours from
20 to 30 hours a week to get more archiving
achieved. This is just the beginning and there
are other goals I will continue to share as the

year goes on.

Looking forward to the future so that we can

keep the past alive.

Michael Paull, President

The JAHSENA Library would like to add the following books to its collection.
We will happily accept used copies or monetary donations for the purchase of these books.

6. Baddiel, David - Jews don't count

7. Horn, Dara - People love dead Jews: notes
from a haunted present

8. Laqueur, Walter - The changing face of anti-
semitism: from ancient times to the present
day

9. Levine, Allan - Seeking the fabled city: the
Canadian Jewish experience

10. Spiegelman, Art - Maus I and IT
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M y first two months have been quite
busy! Getting comfortable with
the tasks and routine of the position while
refamiliarizing myself with Archival tech-
niques and best practices. A big thank you
to everyone who has given me direction
and answered any questions. I have had
the opportunity to speak with and get to
know a number of members. It’s nice to see
JAHSENA having patrons all over North

America.
Visits and Presentations

Debby and I had an MLIS student tour
the library and archive for a class project.
Debbie led an informative tour. We had
the Canadian Multicultural Experience
come Thursday, February 23rd. I present-
ed documents, photos, books and artifacts

and Debby did a presentation on the histo-
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CARLEY HEFNER

ry of the Edmonton Jewish Community.
Reference Services

I have received four reference questions
from individuals; three research and one
personal genealogical query. I have started
to codify and document reference ques-
tions, so we have Statistics to track the
archives usership. This will inform us how
we can make changes to best practices and

increase access to the collection.
Acquisitions

Jewish Family Services donated items from
Harry Mann, including identification
cards from Russia and Israel, provided by
Michael Paull.

Ken Soroka donated documents, photos,
and audiovisual materials, pertaining to

Lillian, Jenna and Marlee Soroka.

Library News

Susan Binnington and Rowena
Schwartzberg have joined Karen Hering at
the Library as they continue to catalog the
collection. We will be meeting in the near
future to develop a circulation policy and
plan some outreach programs for the com-
munity and researchers. I have applied for
funding to update the collection and look
forward to creating subject guides making
our library more accessible and user-

friendly for the members and researchers.
Upcoming Projects

The Canada Recovery Fund is a large grant
I have applied for. The project in mind is
to modernize our collection by creating an
online catalog and digitizing a section of
the collection. and to have a digital catalog
of our own and on the Alberta on Record
database. I believe this project has the
ability to expand our membership base. I
would like to see more young people inter-
ested in JAHSENA and eventually create
programs and workshops teaching geneal-
ogy and share the treasures of this collec-

tion!

JAHSENA has donation cards with historic pictures on them available for purchase. Mark your
simchas by making a donation to JAHSENA. Contact the office for more details at 7-8@9-2809.

We have received the following donations:

_~|/\®S~

MAZEL TOV

To Gillian Horwitz for receiving the Queen Elizabeth Il Plati-
num Jubilee Medal from the JAHSENA board and office;
and Michael and Colleen Paull.

To Stephanie Hendin for receiving the Queen Elizabeth
Il Platinum Jubilee Medal from Michael and Colleen
Paull

To Howie Sniderman for receiving the Distinguished
Service Award from Michael and Colleen Paull, and
Debby and Marshall Shoctor.

To Debby Shoctor for receiving the Queen Elizabeth Il Plati-
num Jubilee Medal from the JAHSENA board and office,
and Michael and Colleen Paull.

SYMPATHY

To Dr. Jerry and Miriam Katz on the passing of Bernie
Frankel , z el from Michael

To the Wasserman family on the passing of Kenneth
andvaGalelreneam ,Pawlll from t he

To the Goldsand family on the passing of Dr. George Gold- e e sl .97 BTl e Sy
sand, zel from the JAHSENA board
Sky and Howard Davidow; and from Elliot Phillipson.

and office;

JAHSE

from Anit a
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It all started with the Memphis Kid

Edmonton and the JCC Maccabi Games (the early years)

L I The headline
in the Jeru-
salem Post in July,

1985

“Canadian

reads:

takes

100m. Americans
The

itself, in

the rest”.

article

Howie Sniderman

breathless  prose,

starts out as follows:

“Tel Aviv — Only a 14-year-old
Canadian girl prevented a clean
sweep of gold medals yesterday by
U.S. swimmers on the first day of
the 12th Maccabiah swim events.
The girl from Edmonton, who
brought off the shock result in the
100m freestyle sprint, was Janna
Promislow, a tall ginger-haired beau-
ty. She already ranks third in Cana-
da and will next compete in the Ca-
National

nadian

Championships

next month.”

Janna was nicknamed The Mem-
phis Kid by the press and by her Team
Canada fellow athletes, for it was 3 years
earlier in Mempbhis, at the first North
American Maccabi Youth Games held
there in the sweltering summer of 1982,
that Janna — and by extension the Jewish
community of Edmonton - were both
initiated into what has since morphed into
the JCC Maccabi Games, an annual Olym-
pic-style sporting competition for young

Jewish athletes aged 12-16.

From that pilot project in Tennes-

see, which attracted 300 Jewish athletes

by Howie Sniderman

under 16 yrs. from around North Ameri-
ca, the JCC Maccabi Games had become
the largest organized sports program for

Jewish teenagers in the world.

Next summer (2023), over 3,000
Jewish teens and nearly-teens will gather
for the JCC Maccabi Games competitions
in Israel in July, followed by a further com-
petition in Ft. Lauderdale, FL a month
later. The Florida games will also feature
the JCC Maccabi Games — Access pro-
gram. The Access program features com-
petition for athletes with disabilities and is
run in consultation and cooperation with

the Special Olympics Association.

The JCC Maccabi Games celebrat-
ed its 40th anniversary this summer ... and
Edmonton was there at the beginning, in

Memphis, in the summer of 1982,

But let’s go back a year, to the sum-
mer of 1981, to tell this story. Barely a
week into my articling year after gradua-
tion from law school, my mentor and su-
pervisor, Barry Vogel z”l, asked if I'd be
interested in helping out with the work of
Maccabi Canada on the local Edmonton
scene. As it turned out, his son Rick Vo-
gel was headed to Israel just weeks later to
take part in the high jump competition at
the 11th Maccabiah Games as a member

of Team Canada.

That fall, as Chair of our local Mac-
cabi Canada-Edmonton Region chapter,
Barry learned that Maccabi Canada would
be putting together a national team of

young Jewish athletes under 16 years from

- AAAAAE

across Canada to travel to Memphis the
following summer. The search for local
athletes began ... and, well, you know how
things turned out with Janna. She was
joined that summer by another young ath-
lete from Edmonton, Alex Grobman, who

played in the tennis tournament.

The fall of 1982, following the suc-
cess of the pilot project in Memphis, a
decision was made to expand the project
and hold the North American Maccabi
At the

same time, the National Board of Maccabi

Youth Games every 2nd year.

Canada had a fundamental decision to
make: was there enough bandwidth in the
organization — and, more important, in the
philanthropic community -- to raise funds

to cover the costs of sending the elite Jew-
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ish athletes from across Canada to com-
pete as part of Team Canada at the Macca-
biah Games in Israel every four years, and
to send the young Jewish athletes aged 12-
16 as part of a Team Canada to these new

“.

junior” games every 2nd year.

By the fall of 1982, Alan Schapiro
and I had succeeded Barry Vogel as the Co
-Chairs of our Edmonton chapter of Mac-
cabi Canada and we attended the National
Board meetings in Montreal where that
difficult threshold issue was discussed.
The end result: as had been the case with
communities across the United States,
delegations would be organized and fund-
ed locally in Canada for all future Youth

Games.

For the next 20+ years I had the
opportunity to work with many wonderful
volunteers as part of the local Chapter of
Maccabi Canada and as a member of the
Executive Committee and National Board
of Maccabi Canada. And, more than that,
the opportunity to meet and get to know
the young Jewish athletes and their fami-
lies from our city and to see the impact and
outcomes resulting from their participa-

tion in the JCC Maccabi Games.

Danny Robson, a member of our

Edmonton delegation to the 1990 Games
in Detroit, MI (at 14 yrs.) and then the
1992 Games in Baltimore, MD (at 16 yrs.)
told me that his participation in the JCC
Maccabi Games was perhaps the most
Jewish experience he’d had since his Bar
Mitzvah. David Ben-Gurion would have

been smiling & proud.

The Maccabi movement symbolizes
the commitment and the idea of a strong
Jewish nation living in a Jewish state. It is
linked to the ancient Maccabees and their
courageous fight to establish the right to
honour their God and to have freedom of
conscience and sovereignty in their own
land. The first Maccabiah was held in
1932, when 390 outstanding athletes from
17 countries gathered in what was then
British Mandate Palestine. This past sum-
mer, the 21st Maccabiah Games were held
Over 10,000 Jewish athletes

from 68 countries worldwide competed,

in Israel.

making it the 3rd largest worldwide sport-
ing event, surpassed only by the Summer
Olympic Games and the World University

Games.

But back to the local scene. Given
the need to organize and fundraise for our
Edmonton area athletes to attend the

youth games, our local committee hosted
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its inaugural Maccabi Canada Golf Tour-
nament in June, 1984 at the Glendale Golf
& Country Club.

chaired the inaugural tournament organiz-

Jack Schwartzberg

ing committee, Over the next 20 years, the
tournament was a fixture on the local Jew-

ish community annual sports and social

calendar,
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The Glendale was the natural
choice as the venue for the tournament
back in 1984, as it was then the home
course for a number of members of Ed-
monton’s Jewish community. In 1993, the
tournament venue shifted to a brand-new
course, the Coloniale Golf Club in Beau-
mont, developed by local Jewish business-
man Sol Reichert and his mechuten and

business partner in the venture, Mel Wol-

fond.

One of the tireless volunteers in
our Maccabi Canada chapter was Morry

. _Promislow 2], ]annas father. To honour
" Al OEI

Ihl? cogmume%t to ?he suclcess of our

chapter’s fundraising efforts, the tourna-
ment was named in his memory after his

passing in 2001,
The annual Maccabi Canada golf

tournament attracted golfers (and wanna-
bes) of all ages and abilities. And many
memorable moments. None more so than
the satisfied sigh from the lips of Issy
Burstyn z’l, as he lovingly admired his
$Al ACADETAAEAA] ° . drive oﬁr&he tee one year at the long par 5-
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The tournament was the vehicle
that raised both the profile of the efforts of
Maccabi Canada and, equally as im-
portant, the vehicle that raised funds to
subsidize the cost of the young Jewish ath-
letes who participated at the JCC Maccabi

Games

Aside from funds raised by the golf
tournament, a sustaining fund was en-
dowed by the sons and friends of Norm &
Mona Witten with the Edmonton Jewish
Community Charitable Foundation in
honour of their 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary, for the express purpose of assisting
with the cost of sending a delegation of
local Jewish athletes to the annual JCC
Maccabi Games. Norm Witten 2”1, him-
self a Past-President of the Glendale Golf
& Country Club, was an original and on-
going enthusiastic supporter of the work of
our local Maccabi Canada chapter, and a

fixture at the annual golf tournament.

One of the defining features of the
early years of the JCC Maccabi Games was
the exponential growth and popularity of
the (initially) biennial games. Following
the success of the pilot inaugural games in
Memphis, successive biennial international

youth games were held in Detroit in 1984,




