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on the Web...

Our archives is now a
full-fledged member of
the Archives Network of
Alberta. If you visit the
Archives Society of
| Alberta website at
- www.archivesalberta.org,
~ you will find the holdings
of JAHSENA listed on their j '
 database. We currently
have over 165 fonds-level

Abe Aaron was born in Lithuania and arrived in Canada in 1904. He came to Edmonton in 1910

' check out our own site at and became a fur buyer and trader. Abe Aaron was one of a number of Jewish fur buyers and traders

",WW:‘;'J.a;hkS'eﬂa or A“d who became involved in the early business life of the community. Their involvement in the business,
Please I ey religious and educational life of the Jewish community is being documented in JAHSENASs

upcoming video production on the early history of the Edmonton Jewish community.

: jahsena@ haw‘ - Photo courtesy of the Provincial Archives of Alberta, #75.404/2.
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VISITING

ARCHIVIST
PROGRAM

A first for Canadian Jewish Congress National Archives

ontreal, May 9, 2003 -

CJC National Archives
in Montreal hosted Debby
Shoctor, the archivist of
JAHSENA (Jewish Archives
and Historical Society of
Edmonton and Northern
Alberta) as their first “visiting
archivist” from May 5-8, a
project inspired by the CJC
National Archives
Committee’s commitment to
outreach towards other Jewish
community repositories.

The project was made
possible through co-
sponsorship by CJC and the
Concordia Institute for
Canadian Jewish Studies. The
Concordia Institute also
partnered with the Montreal
Chapter of the Association of
Jewish Libraries in hosting a
dinner program open to
students, librarians and the
general public, featuring Ms.
Shoctor as speaker. Her topic,
illustrated with photos, was
“Starting a Jewish Archives
from scratch in a small
community.”

During her stay Ms.
Shoctor and Archives Director
Janice Rosen concentrated on
planning for a future
workshop conference geared
specifically to the needs of
Canadian Jewish archivists.
This will be the first time
such a program is offered, and

JAHSENA Archivist Debby Shoctor talks to the Montreal Chapter of the Association
of Jewish Libraries

preliminary responses from
other Jewish archivists and
museum curators indicate
considerable interest from all
parts of the country. The two
Edmonton and Montreal
archivists also appreciated the
opportunity to compare notes
about the running of their
respective archives, and to
contrast the differences
between large and small
Jewish community settings.
Debby Shoctor was
interviewed by Leslie Lutsky
for his radio show Jewish
Digest (on 102.3 FM), and, as
a newcomer to the city, in her
leisure hours she enjoyed an
informal tour of Jewish
Montreal: the old
neighborhoods, the earliest
synagogues, the Jewish Public
Library and the Snowdon

delicatessen. She was also
able to supplement
JAHSENA’s developing
collection with CICNA file
lists and photocopied items
about Jews in Northern
Alberta.

A resolution to increase
interactions and exchanges of
information with Jewish
Archives across Canada was
passed at the CJC Plenary
Assembly of 2001. Since that
time, in addition to the
visiting archivist initiative,
Archives Chair Dr. Norma
Joseph and Archives Director
Janice Rosen have between
them visited Jewish archives
in Vancouver and Toronto,
and have provided tours of
CJCNA to the Jewish
archivists of Ottawa and
Calgary.
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At the JCc..

~ Currently on display at the JCC you

will find anexhlblt”of one of our
jewish;iniSt?i tions, the B'nai Brith

Menorah Curhng Club. Photos,
trophles and other artlfacts from
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FROM THE ARCHIVES...

The following petition was founci

in the collection of Zeta Alpha

Upsilon/Sigma Alpha Mu, recently

donated to the Jewish Archives by

their last president, Joe Miller.

The Fraternities existed at the

University of Alberta from 1935-40

and 1941-1972, respectively.

. T T

e

Sigma Alpha Mu Banquet March 1, 1947. BACK ROW, Left to Right: A. Estrin, S. Maerov, H. Klein, M. Klimove,

J. Tucker, W. Barron, L. Soloway, L. Levine, R. Bricker, B. Margolus. MIDDLE ROW: G. Fasman, S. Macklin,
H. Samuels, H. Brezer, I. Young, A. Rudin, A. Ginsberg, ). Shumiatcher, A. Lesk, D. Pearlman. FRONT ROW:
S. Huberman, J. Ryer, V. Samuels, Dr. M.M. Cantor, L. Faibish, Dr. M. Weinlos, L. Lyman, A. Horodezky, S. Sigal.

University of Alberta 1935

Honored Sirs:

The undersigned respectfully petition for
permission to establish a Jewish Fraternity
on the campus of the University of Alberta.
We sincerely believe that such a fraternity
_ will prove beneficial to the student body of
the University as a whole, and to the Jewish
students in particular and submit the
following arguments in support of our
proposal. k

(1) The establishment of a Jewish Fraternity
would meet the requirements of the many
men who, coming to this campus as
strangers from distant points, face the
problems of adjusting themselves to a new
environment and of forming new
friendships and associations. No
organization with this intention exists on
the campus today.

(2)There is a sufficiently large body of
Jewish men on the campus to [warrant]
the creation of a fraternity.

(a) Available statistics covering the past
six years (1929-1935) denote a marked
increase in the total Jewish enrollment.

Session . Total No. Attending
1929-1930 8

1930-1931 12

1931-1932 49

1932-1933 58

1933-1934 61

1934-1935 50

Of the total enrollment this session (1934-
1935), there are 50 male students, a
sufficiently large number to justify the
organization of a fraternal group.

In addition these figures give assurance of
an annual increase which will ensure the
stability and endurance of such a
fraternity.

(b) Of the 50 men in attendance, 22, or
44% are not permanent residents of
Edmonton. Of these only 8 reside on the
campus, the rest boarding elsewhere
throughout the city in Jewish homes.

The establishment of a Fraternity house
will permit these men to move back to the
campus and allow them to take a larger
share in University activities than has
hitherto been possible.

(3) The University of Alberta offers no
fraternal life to its Jewish students.

(a) Among all the Canadian Universities
which recognize fraternities the University
of Alberta remains unique as the only one
at which there is no established Jewish
fraternal organization.

(b) As a general rule, Jewish students are not
accepted as members of non-Jewish
Fraternities.

It is our earnest opinion that the members
of such a fraternity would not only be able
to materially assist the Jewish student body
as a whole but would further their present
amicable relations with the student body in
general.

All of which is respecffu]ly submitted,
Year

Name Faculty

_ TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNITIES, —



















