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Abe Aaron was born in Lithuania and arrived in Canada in 7904. He came to Edmonton in 1910

and became a f:u;r bayer and trader. Abe Aaron was one of a number of Jewish fur buyers and traders

who became involved in the early business life of the community. Their involvement in the business,

religious and educational life of the Jewish community is being documented in JAHSENAs
upcoming video production on the ear\y history of the Edmonton Jewish community,

Pboto courtesy of the Provincial Archives of Alberta, #75.404/2,
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A first for Canadian Jewish Congress National Archives

ARCFIIVIST
PROGRAM

JAHSENA Archivist Debby Shodor talks to the Montreal Chapter of the Association
of lewish tibraries

l\ rfoutreal. Mar 9. 2003 -

lVIc.lc Nlrionirt Art'hi r es

in Montreal hosted Debby
Shoctor. the archivist of
JAHSENA (Jeu,i sh Archives
and Historical Societl, o1'

Edmonton and Northern
Alhcrtu t irs their l-ir.t "r isitirrg
archivist" tiom May -5-8. a
pro.ject inspired by the CJC
National Alchives
Comrnittee's comlDitment to
outreach towards other Jewish
community repositorics.

The project rvas made

possible through co-
sponsolship by CJC and the
Concordia Institute fbl
Canaclian Jewish Studies. The
Concordia Institute alscr

partneled u,ith the Montreal
Chaptel of the Associirtion of
Jelr'ish Librar:ies in hostins a

dinner program open to
students. librarians anc'l the
general public, t'eaturing Ms.
Shoctor as \fcaker. Hcr topic.
illustlated with photos. was
"Starting a Jewish Archives
from scratch in a small
cor-nrnunity."

During her stay Ms.
Shoctor ancl Archives Director
Janice Rosen concentrated on

planning for a luture
workshop conference geared
specil'ically to the needs of
Canadian Jewish archivists.
I hi: u ill be tlre l'irst tirnc
such a prograni is ofl'ered, and

prelinrinary responses fi'orn
other Jewish alchivists and

museum cLrratu's indicate
considerable interest from all
parts of the country. The two
Edmonton and Montreal
archivists also appleciated the

oppoltunity t() compare notes

about the running of tl.reir

respective archives, and to
contrast the diffbrences
between large and srnall
Jewish community settings.
Debby Shoctor u''as

interviewed by Leslie Lutsky
lbr his riidio show Jcwish
Digest (on 102.3 FM). and, as

a newcoiner to the city, in her
leisure hours she er-rioyed an

infbrnral tour of Jewish
Montreal: the old
neighborhoods. the earliest
synagogues, the Jew'ish Public
Library and the Snowdon

delicatessen. She was also
able to supplernent
JAHSENA's developing
collection with CJCNA file
lists and photocopied itcms
iibout Jews in Northern
Alberta.

A lesolution to inclease
interactions and exchanges o1'

infbrmation with Jewish
Archives across Canada was

passed at the CJC Plenary
Assembly of 2001 . Since that
time. in acldition to the
vi siting archivist initiative.
Archives Chair Dr. Nor.ma

Joseph and Archives Dilector
Janice Rosen have betwecrr
thern visited Jewish archrvcs
in Vanconver and Toronto.
and have provided tours of
CJCNA to the Je',vish

archivists of Ottawa and

Crilgary'.
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At the ,CC...
Currently on display at the JCC you

will find an exhibit of one of our

Jewish institutions, the B'nai Brith

Menorah Curling Club. Photos,

trophies and other artifacts from

this Edmonton lnstitution, whose

heyday was from 1947-1969 arc
on display in the case outside

the office. lf anyone else has

items related to the Menorah

Curling Club they would like to
donate, please contact the office

at 489-2809.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES..

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNITIES,
University of Alberta L935

The following petition was found

in the collection of Zet.aAlpha

Upsilon/Sigma Alpha Mu, receff.Ly

donated to the Jewish Archives by

their last president, Joe Miller.

The Fraternities existed at the

University of Alberta from 1,935-40

Honored Sirs

The undersignecl respectlully petition ftx-

permission to establish a Jewish Fraternity
on the campus of the University of Alberta.
We sincerely believe that such a fraternity
will prove beneficial to the student body of
the University as a whole, and to the Jewish
students in particular and subrnit the
lbllowing argurnents in support of our
proposal.

(1)The establishn.rent of a Jewish Fraternity
would meet the requirernents of the many

rnen who. coming to this campus as

strangers tiorn distant points, tace the
problems of adjusting themselves to a new
enviltrnment and ol lolming new
friendships and associations. No
organization with this intention exists on

the campus today.

(2)There is a sufficiently large body of
Jewish men on the campus to [warrant]
the creation of a lraternity.

(a) Available statistics covering the past

six years (1929-1935) denote a marked
increase in the total Jewish enrollment.

Sigma Alpha Mu Banquet March 1, 1947. BA(K R0W, lelt to Right: A. tstrin, S. Maerov, H. Klein, M. Klimove,

J. Tucker, W. Barron, [. Soloway, L. levine, R. Bricker, B. Margolus. MIDDLI RoW: G. fasman, 5. Marklin,
H. Samuels, H. Brezer, l. Young, A. Rudin, A. Ginsberg, J. Shumiatcher, A. Lesk, D. Pearlman. FR0NT R0W:

S. Huberman, J. Ryer, V. Samuels, Dr. M.M, Cantor, t. taibish, Dr. M. Weinlos, L. Lyman, A. Horodezky, S. Sigal.

Session

r 929- I 930
r 930- 193 I

193r-r932
l 932- r 933
I 933- I 934
I 934- 1935

Total No. Attending
u

l2
19
58

6I
-50

(3)The University of Alberta of'fbrs no
fraternal life to its Jewish str.rdents.

(a) Among all the Canadian Universities
which recognize liatemities the University
of Alberta remains unique as the only one

at which thele is no established Jewish
fraternal organization.

Of the total enrollment this session (1934-
1935)" there are 50 male stlrdents, ir

sufTiciently large nr.rmber to justity the
organization of a fiaternal group.

In addition these figures give assurance of
an annual increase which will ensure the

stability and endurance of such a

(b) Of the 50 men in attendance, 22, or
44% are not permanent residents of
Edmonton. Of these only 8 reside on the
campus, the rest boarding elsewhere
throughout the city in Jewish hor.nes.

The establishment ol'a Fraternity house

will pennit these men to mo\.e back to the

campus and allow thern to take a larger
share in Uliversity activities thar.r has

hitherto been possible.

(b) As a general rule, Jewish students are not
accepted as members of non-Jewish
Fraternities.

It is our earnest opinion that the members
of such a fraternity would not only be able
to materially assist the Jewish student body
as a whole but would further their present
amicable relations with the student bodv in
general.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Name Faculty Year

and l94I- 197 2, r espectiv ely .
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